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Dk)wvwrv Qa. D.ick,

[ grew up on a farm in North Dakota and [ am proud to claim this fact of my life history. My mother would
plant a large garden to help feed the large family that was part of my growing-up experience. It was always
incredible to see how some very tiny seeds would sprout, grow and eventually lead to delicious vegetables.

As I'look back on how God has blessed Bethel Agricultural Association, I can only say [ am amazed. The initial
seed for all of this was planted during the summer between my junior and senior year at Wheaton College (IL)
that was spent in South Sudan. I saw much poverty and food insecurities. This led me to a decision to continue
my studies in agriculture and [ obtained both my MS and PhD degrees in soil science from lowa State
University. Also important during this time of preparation, was that during the semester prior to going to
South Sudan, we had weekly orientation meetings to prepare us for our summer experience. At these meetings
[ met my future wife, Carol, who was in the same program and preparing to go to Guam. After [ returned from
South Sudan to the states and beginning my studies at lowa State University, this seed idea of someday going
back to Africa lay dormant for many years.

In 2007, I met a professor from Ethiopia who shared the same dream of starting an educational institution
focused on teaching sustainable agricultural and environmental practices. That led to an exploratory trip to
Ethiopia in 2010 to see if this dream was something that could take root. Upon returning, [ was fortunate to
recruit three outstanding individuals to serve on a board with me. Parallel to this, I was pleased to also be
involved in encouraging the development of a board in Ethiopia with similar goals. Both boards have been
officially approved by their respective governments.

What followed was a lot of work in terms of locating land, conducting workshops, raising funds, etc. Today, we
have 32 acres of land that have been acquired for the development of Bethel Environmental and Agricultural
University and Training Center (BEAUTC). This land is located in the city of Woliso—an ideal location because
Woliso is in the center of Ethiopia only 70 miles from the capital city of Addis Ababa and also within a leading
agricultural area within the country.

Your prayers, support, expressions of interest and words of encouragement have all been highly valued by our
board. We look forward to your partnership in developing BEAUTC and other related projects. I hope you
enjoy reading the enclosed informational sheet. Feel free to contact me if you would like more detailed
information. I would love to talk to you.

Bethel Agricultural Association (BAA) is a tax-exempt non-profit under 501(c)3 of the IRS Code.
BAA is qualified to receive gifts. All qualified donations are tax deductible. The EIN Number for BAA is 82-1862159.
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"FROM A SMALL SEED
A MIGHTY TREE
MAY GROW"

Work to establish Bethel Environmental and Agricultural
University and Training Center (BEAUTC) began with

a dream and a small seed of faith. This seed has now
taken root, developed some branches and we hope

to someday see the tree in all of its full glory. The tree
pictured at right is on the river that borders the land
where BEAUTC will be sited. It serves as a reminder of
the great future that we believe is ahead of us. Thank you
for your continued prayers and support of our ministry.

“This project, like a growing tree, has the potential to change the livelihood of poor
farmers in the Woliso area and throughout Ethiopia” -Dereje, a farmer in Woliso.

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

Our workshop in December 2018 for farmers and
local officials was well received. Until we have a
building and teachers hired for BEAUTC, our plan is
to conduct agricultural- and environmental-themed
workshops. Some titles of recent presentations were
"Nutrient Testing and Management for Field Crops”,
"Environmental Sustainability,” and “Agricultural

BAA IS ON THE WEB

At the time of this writing our brand new website,

bethelagriculture.org, is in the final phase of

construction. Please check it out in the days and

weeks ahead. We will be posting project updates,
. a picture gallery, and other relevant news.

Business Development and University Collaborations”.
Our next workshop is planned for December 2019.

BAA Board Member Gobena Huluka handing out Farmers and local officials who attended Typical Ethiopian lunch served at
aworkshop participation certificate the December 2018 workshop in Woliso our December 2018 workshop
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PREPARATION FOR HARVEST

The months of April and May are the beginning of the
rainy season in Ethiopia. That means tilling the soil to
get it ready to plant to wheat, teff, barley or vegetables.
Farmers will till their soil as often as 4-6 times before
planting. This leaves the soil bare and susceptible to
erosion for weeks at a time each year. Soil erosion is
one of the biggest contributors to land degradation.

Teff, a major crop in Ethiopia, is used to make injera
which is a sourdough-risen flatbread with a slightly
spongy texture. Injera is the country's national dish and
is eaten many times each week. Teff is gluten free and
rich in protein, dietary fiber, and essential minerals.
Harvest is usually in November or December.

BAA Board Members
(from left to right):

AL), Mekael Teshome
(Pittsburgh, PA), Ed
Gregorich (Ottawa,
Canada), Warren Dick
(Wooster, OH).The
backdrop to this picture
is the Blue Nile Canyon.

Gobena Huluka (Auburn,

LAND EXPANSION

Approximately 32 acres of land were officially
obtained in early 2019 for BEAUTC. This site

will serve as a core for teaching, technology
demonstration, community engagement, and
research. Of particular interest is the development
of water-use technologies that include efficient
water harvesting, water treatment and irrigation.

Funds are needed for the following projects:

e fence the land and build a guardhouse

e create an office/guesthouse at the actual
project site in Woliso so we can better
administrate our efforts

e establish a farm to demonstrate improved and
sustainable agricultural practices as well as a
place for students to get practical training

e construct classroom/laboratory space

Contact us today to make your donation or inquire
about additional project details.

GIVE EDUCATION AND HOPE TODAY
Contributions to support this work can be made
online at www.aplos.com/aws/give/BAA/general
or through the enclosed envelope. Recurring monthly
gifts are especially helpful as they provide base
support for our project.
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Bethel Agricultural Association exists to share out of
our abundance to provide educational and develop-
ment support for agricultural and environmental
projects—primarily in Ethiopia.

Thank you for your partnership in ministry.

Bethel Agricultural Association (BAA) is a faith-based tax-exempt non-profit under 501(c)(3) of the IRS code.

BAA is qualified to receive gifts. All donations are tax deductible. The EIN number for BAA is 82-1862159.




