
	
	 	 	

	
	
	
July,	2020	
	
	
TO:	Friends	and	supporters	of	Bethel	Agricultural	Association	(BAA)	
	

FROM:	Warren	Dick,	Bethel	Agricultural	Association	

	
	
The	past	few	weeks	have	resulted	in	some	exciting	developments	for	our	project	in	Woliso,	Ethiopia.	Our	goal	
is	to	establish	a	university	and	training	center	focused	primarily	on	environmental	stewardship	and	
agricultural	productivity	that	will	serve	the	people	of	Ethiopia.	Our	partner	organization	in	Ethiopia,	Bethel	
Environmental	and	Agricultural	Association	(BEAA)	reported	that	people	in	Ethiopia	are	suffering	greatly	as	a	
result	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic	and,	in	some	places,	vast	locust	swarms.	We	decided	we	wanted	to	take	some	
of	our	limited	funds	to	help	people	in	Woliso	and	the	surrounding	areas.			
	

The	Woliso	Woreda	administration	helped	identify	the	most	needy	people	in	and	around	Woliso	and	also	
helped	coordinate	the	food	distribution	that	was	actually	carried	out	by	volunteers	working	with	BEAA.	A	total	
of	120	families	(50	from	Woliso	town,	60	from	Woliso	Woreda	and	10	from	our	farmer	advisory	group)	were	
each	given	a	package.	These	packages	contained	the	following.	
	

20	kg	(44	lbs)	wheat	flour		
3	liters	(3.2	qts)	of	food	oil		
3	kg	(6.6	lbs)	rice	

5	liters	(5.3	qts)	liquid	soap	
1	1	kg	(2.2	lbs)	iodized	salt	
2	masks	

	

The	local	television	station	was	there	to	report	the	event	and	we	are	so	pleased	we	were	able	to	extend	
goodwill	and	a	helping	hand	at	this	time.	Below	are	just	a	couple	of	photos	from	the	food	distribution.	
Additional	photos	can	be	seen	by	going	to	the	Facebook	page	of	Bethel	Environmental	and	Agricultural	
Association	(https://bit.ly/2Bro6Qs).	
	

	
	
	

One	other	recent	development	is	the	construction	of	a	fence	around	the	32	acres	of	our	project	land	(see	
photos	on	the	next	page).	This	was	not	an	easy	task	as	it	took	a	major	effort	to	collect	the	fencing	materials,	put	
out	bids	for	the	fence	construction,	and	fight	the	almost	daily	rainfall	that	occurs	during	this	time	in	Ethiopia.		
	 	

	

Warren	A.	Dick,	President	and	Director	
Bethel	Agricultural	Association	(BAA)	

779	Pintail	Lane	
Wooster,	OH	44691	

Phone:	330-464-7126	
Email:	baa@bethelagriculture.org	

	



	 	

Bethel	Agricultural	Association	(BAA)	is	a	tax-exempt	non-profit	under	501(c)3	of	the	IRS	Code.	
																																							BAA	is	qualified	to	receive	gifts.	All	qualified	donations	are	tax	deductible.	The	EIN	Number	for	BAA	is	82-1862159.	

	
	

Page	2	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
The	next	step	for	our	project	will	be	to	conduct	a	simple	demonstration	of	crop	response	to	phosphorus	
fertilizer.	Our	tests	of	soils	in	this	area	of	Ethiopia	have	shown	severe	phosphorus	deficiencies.	There	is	a	
dealer	in	the	city	of	Woliso	from	which	we	can	obtain	the	phosphorus	fertilizer.	Additional	agricultural-	and	
environmental-themed	demonstrations	will	be	planned	for	the	future	now	that	we	have	acquired	land	for	our	
project.	
	

Where	we	currently	are	in	the	development	of	our	project	to	create	an	agricultural	and	environmental	
university	reminds	us	of	the	quotation	by	Winston	Churchill.	“Now	this	is	not	the	end.	It	is	not	even	the	
beginning	of	the	end.	But	it	is,	perhaps,	the	end	of	the	beginning.”		By	God’s	grace,	we	have	taken	some	
important	initial	steps,	but	there	are	many	more	steps	ahead	of	us.	
	

In	September	of	2019,	a	volunteer	team	of	11	architects	and	engineers	from	an	organization	called	
Engineering	Ministry	International	(EMI)	spent	a	week	in	Woliso	collecting	information	so	that	they	could	
develop	a	Master	Plan	for	our	project.	This	was	sent	to	us	in	December	and	the	Master	Plan	identifies	four	
phases	in	construction	of	the	proposed	university.	Phase	1	is	estimated	to	cost	$477,835	(US)	and	includes	
creation	of	infrastructure	and	construction	of	some	buildings.	
	

-	Guesthouse	
-	Agricultural	support	building	
-	Farm	manager’s	house	
-	Latrines	
-	Electrical	building	
-	Guardhouse	
-	Onsite/offsite	road	improvements	

-	Onsite	plaza	
-	Onsite	electrical	work	
-	Electrical	transformer	
-	Standby	generator	
-	Water	main	
-	Water	distribution	system	
-	Waster	water	distribution	

	

We	need	your	help.	Would	you	pray	about	what	you	believe	God	would	have	you	contribute	to	this	project?	
The	people	in	Woliso	are	excited	we	have	chosen	their	city	for	our	project.	The	BEAA	staff	in	Ethiopia	have	
donated	many	hours	making	preparations	and	attending	meetings	so	that	this	project	can	become	a	reality.	I	
would	be	happy	to	speak	individually	to	anyone	wanting	more	detailed	information.		
	

Donations	can	be	made	by	sending	checks,	making	stock	donations,	or	going	online	to	our	donate	page	
(https://www.aplos.com/aws/give/BAA/general).	Recurring	monthly	donations	of	any	size	are	especially	
welcomed	as	they	provide	the	base	support	level	that	keeps	everything	else	moving	forward.	To	date,	no	
salaries	are	paid	to	anyone	working	on	this	project	in	the	United	States	and	almost	all	travel	expenses	are	paid	
by	board	members	of	Bethel	Agricultural	Association	(BAA).		
	

Thank	you	for	your	prayers	and	support.		
	

Fencing	materials	and	preparing	for	fence	installation	


