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Dear friends and supporters of Bethel Agricultural Association (BAA),
 
“Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.” (Psalm 127:1). The COVID-19 pandemic has 
affected people around the world resulting in travel restrictions to our project in Ethiopia. Civil unrest in 
Ethiopia has also made things more difficult. We are reminded, however, that our efforts and labor are not in 
vain if the Lord blesses them and builds in spite of human limitations. We can only look in awe and thank God 
for all that has continued to develop to enhance our efforts to impart agricultural knowledge and skills that 
will enable Ethiopians and other Africans to practice sustainable agriculture and protect their environment. 
As a reminder, our primary project goal is to establish a university and training center focused on 
agricultural productivity and environmental stewardship that will serve the people of Ethiopia and others in 
Africa. There are many steps involved in leading towards the realization of that goal.
 

The 2020 Human Development Index Report (https://bit.ly/33DiPjO) ranks Ethiopia 173 out of 189 nations. 
The Human Development Index considers the health, education and income in a given country to provide a 
measure of human development that is comparable between countries and over time. This indicates the 
amount of support that Ethiopia needs in its continued development. There is so much we would like to do, 
but as the Chinese proverb says, “A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” Please read the 
report that summarizes the steps that have been taken—mostly in the past six months.

We continue to thank God for about 30 acres of 
land on the outskirts of the city of Woliso. This 
is a prime agricultural location for our project 
and is on the main road to the capital of 
Ethiopia, Addis Ababa.

An improved all-weather road from the main 
highway to our project site has been completed.

A water well feasibility study has been 
completed by the Water Is Life organization. A 
water well is to be drilled and a solar pump 
installed with the well.. 

Detailed drawings for our first buildings on our 
project site have been obtained. These include 
office space and a building to house an 
analytical laboratory (shown at right), and also 
a guesthouse, a kitchen/small dining room area 
and outdoor latrines. Funding has already been 
obtained for the office and lab. A proposal has 
been submitted for funding of latrines. Funds 
are still needed for the other buildings. These 
buildings will be fitted with solar panels and 
storage batteries to provide stable energy. We 
also plan for the renewable energy system to 
serve as a demonstration in the Woliso area.
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Agricultural equipment called Ox-in-a-Box has 
been donated by Tilmor Company and is in 
Kenya waiting to be shipped to Ethiopia.

 

Bethel Environmental and Agricultural Association, our 
partnering organization in Ethiopia, has new office space 
in Addis Ababa. 
 

 

A Canadian branch of Bethel Agricultural 
Association has been established. An 
application is pending with the Canada Revenue 
Agency regarding approval to receive 
tax-exempt donations.
 

 

A local advisory committee in Woliso has been created 
and is made up of women, men, and smallholder 
farmers. This group has been very supportive of our 
efforts and is advising us on action we take to establish 
our demonstration farm and university.

 

We have updated our website and improved our 
social media presence 
(https://www.bethelagriculture.org/) 
 

 

Kaylee South (Project Administrator) and Julie Gustafson 
(Social Media Manager) began to work part-time on our 
project in November of 2020.
 

Although much has been accomplished in the past months, there is still much to be done and several 
activities are planned for the remainder of 2021 and beyond.

• Teams are being organized to be part of the work in Ethiopia. This could involve anyone with some sort of 
skill, or even if you just want to learn more about the Bethel project. If you are interested in joining a team 
for a trip to Ethiopia, send an email to baa@bethelagriculture.org and indicate your interest.
• Dr. Gobena Huluka, a BAA Board member who is a faculty member at Auburn University (Alabama, USA), 

has received a prestigious US Fulbright Award to teach in Ethiopia. While in Ethiopia, Dr. Huluka will also 
work with Ethiopian officials to develop university curriculum and help develop the paperwork needed to 
establish Bethel as an educational institution.
• Provided travel resumes, we plan to host another agriculture-themed workshop in Woliso, Ethiopia in 

early November.
• Development of our demonstration farm is progressing. In this first year, the entire tillable area will be 

uniformly treated and planted to either teff or wheat. This will create a uniform background for future 
agricultural demonstrations. The harvested crop will be distributed to needy people in Woliso and the 
surrounding area.
• A 5k/10k walk/run event for October 2 will be held on the beautiful campus of the the Ohio Agricultural 

Research and Development Center/Ohio State University in Wooster. Even if you are not in the Wooster 
area, you can join virtually or sponsor a runner. Further details about this event will be sent later in June.
• A combined academic and administration building, dormitories and a building that combines a kitchen 

large enough to serve students and a student cafeteria are planned. Detailed drawings need to be created 
so that construction can begin.

 
INVITATION TO PARTNER WITH US

How will all of this be done? With your help, more amazing things can be accomplished to help us achieve 
our goal of creating an educational institution for the people of Ethiopia that will help lead to food security 
and a better quality of life. We rely on partnering with people, like you, to meet our goals. It is a privilege for 
us to continue to share how your contributions are being used to make a difference.

(1) Personal checks can be made out to Bethel Agricultural Association and sent to the following address: 
Bethel Agricultural Association, 779 Pintail Lane, Wooster, OH 44691.
(2) Donations can be made on-line at: https://www.aplos.com/aws/give/BAA/general
(3) Donations can be made by text to the toll-free number (833-977-0508) and follow the prompts.
(4) Use AmazonSmile (go to https://smile.amazon.com/) for your Amazon purchases. Select Bethel 
Agricultural Association, Inc. as your charity of choice. Amazon will donate a percentage of their profits.

Sincerely,

Warren 
 

Bethel Agricultural Association (BAA) is a tax-exempt non-profit under 501(c)3 of the IRS Code.
BAA is qualified to receive gifts. All qualified donations are tax deductible. The EIN Number for BAA is 82-1862159.
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