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July, 2022

TO: Friends and Supporters of Bethel Agricultural Association (BAA), Inc.

It is a pleasure to provide this update of how God continues to
lead and provide for this project. Let me begin with our trip to
Ethiopia the last week of April, 2022.

After a 14-hour flight across the Atlantic, stepping out into the
sun in Addis Ababa was a joy. Unfortunately, that joy was short
lived as we were informed by the airport staff that some of our
bags stayed in Washington, D.C. The next day, returning to the
airport, we waited as flights came in and bags were unloaded,
but our bags were still unaccounted for and none of the airport
officials had a record of where our bags might be. As the airport
began to clear, we searched through unclaimed luggage and
watched luggage conveyors carefully. After spending the entire
morning at baggage claim, our prodlgal bags returned to us! Like the woman in Luke 15 who lost a coin and the
shepherd who lost a sheep, we rejoiced having found our lost luggage. The rest of the trip was a success, full of
strategic meetings and making connections with future partners.

Our first meeting was with Dr. Ralph Dubienski and some of his team from HOPEthiopia. Dr. Dubienski has
donated tree saplings to our project and is also assisting the registration of Bethel Agricultural Association in
Canada as a non-profit organization. This was followed by a visit to our project site in Woliso where we
discussed the ongoing construction and circumstances that have stalled the process. Due to supply chain issues,
there is a shortage of cement in Ethiopia, so there were currently no foundations being poured for the buildings.
With the rainy season approaching, the
cement was greatly needed or else the
construction would have to wait until
the end of the rainy season. Our project
manager, Teddy, took a letter from the
mayor addressing this issue to the area
government office, asking for cement to
be released to our project. God blessed
us by indeed providing the needed
cement and work has commenced in
the pouring of the foundation and the
construction of our first building which
- ' will be an analytical laboratory. Why
this as our first building? It is because this was requested of us by our partners in Ethiopia. They informed us
that they felt they were farming blindly without knowledge of whether one bag of fertilizer should cover a
portion of a field or the entire field? Whether the soil was acid and needed lime, and other related questions.

As part of the overall construction project, we will also be pouring foundations for a guesthouse, offices, kitchen
and outdoor latrines. We made this decision because of the fact we were finally able to get the needed cement,
which may not be readily available again in the future.

A 20-foot container is being loaded in California that will provide analytical chemistry equipment, solar panels,
more than 700 agricultural books and some agricultural equipment donated by the Tilmor Company.



While in Woliso, we had the privilege of visiting Mayor Berhane Amedisa (below left). We presented her with
gifts from Wooster (Ohio), the hometown of BAA director, Warren Dick. The Mayor informed us she will write an
invitation letter to the Mayor of Wooster to hopefully establish Woliso (Ethiopia) and Wooster (Ohio, USA) as
sister cities. Everyone seemed excited that construction has begun!

We were also privileged to meet with personnel in the office of the Mennonite Economic Development
Associates -MEDA (above right) and in the office of the Christian organization simply called SIM (below left).
We discussed our current work in Woliso, as well as future plans for our project site that includes development
of a demonstration farm and training center. A productive and joyful meeting was held with board members of
Bethel Environmental and Agricultural Association-BEAA (below right). These were all fruitful meetings with
great conversations about plans for the future.

Thank you for your continued support and prayer for Bethel Agricultural Association. As you think about us,
would you please pray for:
e The cessation of civil unrest and economic hardships in Ethiopia causing extreme inflation and severe
food insecurity
¢ Continued building construction progress
e BAA-Canada non-profit registration

Would you consider a donation that will be used to (1) complete construction of the soil testing lab, guest house,
offices, kitchen, and bathroom facilities, (2) installation of a solar energy system to ensure clean, reliable power
to the analytical laboratory to protect the lab instruments, and (3) funds for the container shipment.

There are several ways a donation can be made including (1) visiting our website, 2) using text to give, or by (3)
specifying Bethel Agricultural Association as the recipient of an AmazonSmile donation when ordering on Amazon.
Details for each option are available on the webpage (https://www.bethelagriculture.org) and then clicking the
“Donate” button. Donations can also be sent directly to Bethel Agricultural Association, 779 Pintail Lane,
Wooster, OH 44691.

Thank you for your prayers and support. May God bless you!

Bethel Agricultural Association (BAA) is a tax-exempt non-profit under 501(c)3 of the IRS Code. BAA is qualified to receive gifts. All
qualified donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. The EIN Number for BAA is 82-1862159.



