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December, 2022

Dear Friend,

Christmas season is again upon us. It is a time of joyous celebration. It is also a time of hope for the future
because God showed his great love for humanity by becoming one of us. Probably the most well-known
verse in all the Bible is John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

How can | pass on the love that | have received to others? | can
use my abilities and gifts to help others. For example, | spent 36
years as a faculty member at the Ohio State University teaching
and researching in the discipline of soil science. The soil beneath
us is incredibly complex with millions of bacterial, fungi,
nematodes and other organisms. In the soil under a forest
canopy, there exists a vast network of fungi that communicate
with each other to protect the trees that provide them with food.
These fungi, in turn, make nutrients and water in the soil more
available to the trees. This seems to me an apt description of the
work of Bethel Agricultural Association in Ethiopia. While the
workshops, buildings, and demonstration plots are all visible,
they would not be possible without a strong base provided by
people like you. Your prayers and gifts, combined with what God
has given me and others, are what make things happen.

. Bethel Agricultural Association’s work in Ethiopia began in
2012. In 2018 it was fully approved as tax-exempt non-profit
Tra l n a Fa rmer (EIN number, 82-1862159). Our project’'s motto is “Train a
Farmer — Feed a Nation.” This past October | led a team to
Fee a Ethiopia, and we met people who tremendously encouraged
me. Their view of our project is that we have done a great job
building local support in Woliso, where our project is located.
We have involved Ethiopian farmers, local leaders and people
at some of the highest levels of government. This, | was told,
bodes well for the long-term success of our project to create
an educational institution that teaches basic principles of
sustainable agriculture, demonstrates more efficient food
e production systems, creates agricultural business
DJiBoUT! entrepreneurs, and encourages young people to take
responsibility for the development of their own country.
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soun Ethiopia This past year we began the construction of our initial

buildings that include an analytical chemistry laboratory, an
office building, guesthouse, a separate kitchen building, and
s it ... .+ latrines. We have obtained a promise from another non-profit
THRCONG ) RNER i for the drilling of a water well. Our annual training workshop
was held in Woliso in October of 2022. During the workshop, we were privileged to visit the home of two
farm families where, of course, we were treated with great hospitality that included the traditional coffee

ceremony. We also were able to introduce our project to officials during visits to both the American and the



Canadian embassies. We obtained valuable information
about sources of reagents and equipment for servicing
our planned analytical laboratory. We visited the
Ethiopian Biotechnology Institute whose General Director
is a member of the Bethel Environmental and Agricultural
Board, the organization we partner with in Ethiopia.

Our immediate need is for $69,000 to complete the
buildings for which foundations have been constructed.
There is a severe shortage of cement in Ethiopia which
; has hampered construction progress. Also, like every-
.gPreparing for the coffee ceremony where else in the world, prices of building supplies have
‘ escalated greatly compared to the initial estimates we
received for construction of the buildings. At this time, our focus is on the completion of the analytical
chemistry laboratory. This was given to us as a priority project by both farmers and professionals in our
project area. The farmers felt they were managing their land and crops blindly. For example, they have
little information about the kinds and amounts of fertilizers most needed to enhance crop production. A
container of laboratory equipment is currently on its way to Ethiopia. However, funds are needed to
construct laboratory benches, obtain pure water, create drying and storage space for samples, etc. We are
planning to use renewable solar energy and battery support to avoid being affected by the common
problem of the electrical grid suddenly shutting down, and surges that often accompany such events. This
causes work disruptions and often leads to breakdowns of expensive and sensitive analytical equipment.

Some additional needs include funds to
hire an agricultural expert to be the farm » »
manager in Woliso ($20,000 per year), ‘ 1 ud
the purchase of a motorcycle for our farm

crew in Woliso ($2,500), furnishings for

the offices, guest house, kitchen and

latrines that are currently being built

($22,000), and creation of a demon-

stration fish production pond ($5,000). v
Other projects we hope to initiate and/or '
complete in 2023 include the drilling of a

water well, creating research and demon-
stration plots on the Bethel project land,

hosting our annual training workshop,

and creating proposals related to
conservation agriculture and agroforestry 1|
that we will submit to funding agencies. R

Once a year, we host a team that travels with me to Ethiopia. If you are interested in being part of a team,
our next trip to Ethiopia is planned for the middle of April, 2023. Please contact me with your interest in
participating on this trip. Each trip provides new insights and experiences for everyone.

Would you join us in our effort to show love, and provide hope and food security to the people of Ethiopia?

Sincerely,

Wasand 0. Bt

Warren

p.s. You can learn more about this project by viewing our web and Facebook pages.
https://www.bethelagriculture.org/; https://www.facebook.com/bethelagriculture.org
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