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A Journey of Progress and Promise Continues:
The Bethel Agricultural Association's Ongoing Mission

Dear Friend,

My head is buzzing with all that has happened in the past six months due to the many opportunities that have arisen
to serve farmers and their families in Ethiopia. By serving these farm families we are also helping provide food

security to the nation of Ethiopia.
I am reminded of the words of wise King Solomon who wrote “To humans
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This has been an ongoing task, and we are so pleased to report that two of
the five initial buildings on our project site are nearing completion. They are
the office building and the analytical laboratory. The analytical laboratory is a
crucial part of our project for several reasons. Dr. Kasahun Tesfaye, Director
General of the National Bio and Emerging Technology Institute of Ethiopia,
indicated to us that a well-managed laboratory that provides timely and cost
appropriate analyses of soil, plant, water, manure, compost, and other types of samples would be a game changer for
Ethiopia. In our research leading to the development of our analytical laboratory, we found a great need for such
service because most farmers had no idea of the fertility of their soils, and how to correct and manage their soils so
that they could increase crop production. We are already receiving requests from various groups and organizations to
provide analytical services for them.

Construction is also continuing on the guest house, kitchen and a
separate latrine/shower building. Roof construction and the outside Finished exterior wall of the
shell of these buildings is currently being completed. Landscaping g office building
efforts will start soon. Our plan is to pour a concrete slab as part of ’ :
the landscaping where a tent can be set up to host training sessions
and to provide meals on our project site. The cement slab can also be
used for sports when there are no training sessions occurring.

In the office building we plan to use one room as a Makerspace, which
is a place where people with shared interests, especially in computing
or technology, can gather to share ideas and work on projects
together. Makerspaces generally contain equipment such as a 3D :
printer, laser cutter, CNC router, heat press, etc. They are designed to encourage hands-on learning, creativity, and
innovation through the use of tools and materials for making, experimenting, and building things. We are grateful to
the Romich Foundation (htips://waynecounty.makerfaire.com/maker/entry/23/) for the donation of a Makerspace to our
project.
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Streambank Repair

The heavy water flow of the river on the north side of our project
site during the rainy season has resulted in severe erosion of the
riverbank. The path that allows people to cross from one side of
our property to the other has been destroyed. It is imperative that
we create a stable riverbank wall and backfill behind it to repair the
path for people and to prevent future erosion. A team of experts is
developing a plan not only to provide short-term repair of the
riverbank, but also to establish native shrubs to more permanently
stabilize the riverbank. Due to intense rains during the rainy
season, this team is also charged with developing a plan to control
water flow and erosion for the entire project site.

Over the past few years our project in Woliso has been managed
from Addis Ababa, the capital city of Ethiopia, that is about 70
miles or a 2.5-hour trip from Woliso. With the construction and
other activities at the Woliso site, it became apparent that we need
to also develop an office in Woliso. Beginning during the month of
May, we have been privileged to have two highly qualified people
join our staff in Ethiopia. Merga Kenea (left in the photo below) will
work as our farm manager in Woliso. Gutu Kabeta (right in the
photo) will work as our accountant. It was a pleasure to meet them
personally during my trip to Ethiopia in May-June, 2025. They
have enthusiastically pitched in to help us with our goals and activities, and they also serve an important outreach
function into the local community in Woliso and beyond. They clearly represent and model our Christian faith values.

Several other positions are being advertised. These are needed to manage our
analytical laboratory. Once the laboratory is up and running properly, we believe
we will be able to use this facility not only to enhance the efforts of our project, but
also as a means of generating funds to support our local, day-to-day activities in
Ethiopia. Bethel Agricultural Association (USA) will continue to provide develop-
ment support. Our long-term goal remains the creation of a technical institution
that will offer applied two-year associate degrees in the agricultural disciplines,
engineering, environmental sciences and related fields.

Demonstration Projects

A trench composting/vegetable project
was developed in June of this year to
teach and demonstrate improved soll
fertility techniques through composting.
We recruited five local farmers to be
participants, and they have literally
jumped in with both feet by digging trenches, loading the trenches with
waste organic materials and ash. The idea is that during this next year a
second trench will be used as a place for waste materials to be added
and composted. Vegetables will be grown over the top of the trenches
and the composted materials in the trenches will supply nutrients and
better water management to facilitate improved vegetable growth. These
five farmers, including one female farmer, are recognized as early
adapters of this technology and will be tasked with making a presentation
at our annual training that we host each year in Woliso. They will serve
as resources and outreach personnel to extend this technology to other
farmers. An education component is also included as part of this project
and will involve not only the farmers, but their entire families. The goal is
to show that agriculture is an exciting endeavor, and demands an
understanding of the “why” behind the technologies we recommend for
improving food production in Ethiopia.
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Associated with the trench composting/vegetable project is the potential to be involved in the development of a
national composting center in Woliso. This would be in collaboration with the Bio and Emerging Technologies Institute
in Addis Ababa. Combining our Bethel expertise with the strong level of composting expertise in Ethiopia promises a
future great payoff for the region. Composting often creates a win-win situation as it helps recycle organic waste
materials that are then developed into land application products that are useful for improving soil quality and crop
production.

Chickens, as a source of meat and eggs, are in great demand in

has been created with five farmers identified for partnership. We
need funding support to initiate this project.

Hosting Interns and Collaborations with Other Organizations

An opportunity has come up for us to host an intern from the
United States to work in Ethiopia for up to a year. We are living
in a global community, and international experience is becoming
more important for people as they move into their careers.
Currently, we are developing documents as to how an internship
program will be managed to provide the best possible result for
Bethel as a sending agency, for the intern, and for the people of
Ethiopia.

Several other opportunities have also arisen whereby Bethel will be a partner in providing leadership training in
churches in Ethiopia. Our project continues in the federal prison at Chencha in southeast Ethiopia. We are making
plans to do some follow up work in developing an irrigation system and in donating equipment so that this prison can
grow vegetables year-round to feed the prisoners. | had the privileged to attend and preach at an Ethiopian Easter
service in this prison. Also, most of our staff in Ethiopia were involved in the Franklin Graham crusade in Addis
Ababa. More than 430,000 people attended over the two days of March 8-9, 2025. This was a special event in
another way in that it was held in Meskel Square, a vast outdoor venue in the center of the city. It was in Meskel
Square where, during the previous communist era, political prisoners were executed. Franklin Graham’s messages
over these two days were broadcast on the nation’s government-owned television network.

Friendship City

After more than a year of groundwork, the mayors of Woliso (Ethiopia) and Wooster (Ohio, USA) signed a joint
document establishing their respective cities as friendship cities. Over the years the mayors of Woliso have been
great supporters of our Bethel project. The involvement of the city of Wooster and Mayor Renold is also greatly appre-
ciated. How this Friendship City pact will develop in the future is unknown at present, but there is already interest in
exchanging visits. The Ethiopian team is keen to host US teams as they visit Ethiopia to learn more about our project.
Our USA team plans to host visitors from Ethiopia and East Africa to the US to view new concepts and technologies.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this agreement has been duly executed by the
authorized representatives of both cities on the dates indicated below.

Slgned , -
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Mayor of City of Woliso, Ethiopia Mayor of City of Wooster, OH, USA
WALISO TOWN MAYOR OFFICE 29lec [ro2c 2] ees

Friendship Cities Agreement =

Between the City of Woliso, Ethiopa and the City of
Wooster, Ohio, the United States of America

Parts of the cover page and signature page of the Friendship City pact signed by
Mayor Lemmi (Ethiopia) and Mayor Reynolds (USA).
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ECHO East Africa — Innovation Exchange Conference

Teddy Amuma, our Project Manager in Ethiopia, attended this ECHO conference in Tanzania from Jully 15-21, 2025.
ECHO is a well-known Christian organization based in Florida. Their vision is to return dignity to farmers around the
world while caring for God’s creation. At this conference, Teddy engaged with key stakeholders involved in agricul-
tural innovation, conservation and community development across East Africa and abroad. Attending this conference
laid the groundwork for future collaborations as their programs are highly relevant to our Bethel vision and goals.

Summary and Invitation to Partner with Us

All of us, whether in Ethiopia, or wherever our support comes from including countries like Canada where a
supporting Bethel Agricultural Association organization has been developed, feel privileged and called to this work.
We invite you to join us in our efforts. The Bethel project has grown significantly in the past year and so have our
needs. Some priority projects, with estimated costs, are summarized below.

(1) Installing furnishings in each building, installation of water and power, installation of the analytical
equipment in our laboratory, and having a grand opening ceremony — $75,000.

(2) There is a great need for a small tractor to support our projects at our Woliso project site — $40,000.
(3) Development of an improved poultry production project — $25,000.

(4) Development of the two-year, applied associative degree and an East African conservation and
sustainable agriculture conference. Initial estimated cost is $85,000.

There are several different ways you can make your donation: (1) A check can be sent directly to the address given at
the top right of the first page of this letter; (2) use the giving slip that is enclosed with this letter to make a credit card
donation, or (3) go to either (htips://app.aplos.com/aws/give/BAA/general or https://www.bethelagriculture.org/) where
there are instructions for donating on-line or giving by text. Would you consider committing to monthly support?

Thank you for taking time to read this letter. And we also thank those past and future supporters who pray and
support us through their financial gifts.

Sincerely,

Wanan) 4. Bk,

Warren

Please visit our webpage (htips://www.bethelagriculture.org/) and Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/bethelagriculture.org)

|ECFA |

\ /  Bethel Agricultural Association is accredited by the Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability.
el Bethel Agricultural Association (BAA) is a tax-exempt non-profit under 501(c)3 of the IRS Code. All qualified

Enhancing Trust donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. The EIN Number for BAA is 82-1862159.
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